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Introduction

Nine-year old Bonnie is living with her mother Lis and her grandmother. They are all three crazy about elephants. Lis is a sweet but unusual mother. Sometimes she is very lively and cheerful, but she can be very gloomy too. Luckily grandma is always around to look after things. But when grandma has a traffic accident, everything changes. 

When Lis starts dating Cees, Bonnie hopes her biggest wish will come true: a little brother. But Lis doesn’t think much of that idea though, she thinks a pet will be a better idea. To surprise Bonnie, one day Lis brings home a very special pet: an elephant!

Koolhovens light approach of this otherwise heavy subject, works out perfectly, without making the film shallow. The scenes with the elephant Lis brings home for her daughter as a pet are both hilarious and effective to illustrate her extravagant behaviour.

Unlike so many films, Bonkers is not based on a book but on an original story by screenwriter Mieke de Jong.

Lemming Film 

Lemming Film is an Amsterdam-based production company, set up in 1995 by Leontine Petit, Joost de Vries and Marco van Geffen. Over the last ten years Lemming has worked with a range of the most exciting screenwriters and directors of the Netherlands, and has been initiating and maintaining collaborations with various European partners. 

Lemming Film produces feature films, television drama and documentaries for national and international markets, with a special focus on children and youth. 

An excerpt of Lemming Films filmography: BONKERS has just been released in The Netherlands and is also openingfilm of the Cinekid Festival 2005. The other Cinema Junior youth features DON (Arend Steenbergen) will be released in January 2006. The successful family feature Lepel from director Willem van de Sande Bakhuyzen (‘Film & Kino Award for Best Film 2005’ Norway), the youth drama serial I’M WILLEM PART I &II from Mijke de Jong (‘Best  Dutch Television Program for Children’, category fiction,  Kinderkast Televisieprijs 2003’). With the film EXPELLED, a television film from director Mijke de Jong, Lemming Film wins different kind of prices in 2000, such as Best Television Film at the Golden Gate Festival in San Francisco. 
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	Short Synopsis


	Bonnie and her mother Lis love elephants. Lis is a sweet but not a normal mother. Bonnie takes care for Lis, more than Lis for Bonnie. And than one day Lis brings home an elephant..

	FESTIVAL INFO

	Awards/Nominations
	Cinekid Festival; Public Award for Best Film

Cairo International Film Festival for Children, Silver Cairo Award for Best Film

Leeds Young Peoples Film Festival, Young Jury Award for Best Film

Film Festival Zlin, Young Jury Award for Best Film

Film Festival Zlin, Main Jury Award for Best Film

Film Festival Zlin, Ecumenical Jury Award for Best Film

Divercine Int. FF for children & young people, Great Prize "Guri", Best Film

Divercine Int. FF for children & young people, Best Feature Film

Festival Int de Cine para Ninos, Special Mention Best Feature Film

Vilnius Int film festival for children, Best Film 8-11 year, Children Jury

Dutch Film Festival, Public Award,

Schlingel Film Festival, Special Mention from International Professional Jury

London Children's Film Festival; Young Jury Film Prize, Best Film 7-11 year

FICI; Special Mention form International Jury

	Festivals & Screenings
	Cinekid, Netherlands (15/10 - 29/10 2005) Opening Film

European Youth Film Festival Flanders (19/2 - 05/03 2006)

Cario International Film Festival for Children (2/3 - 9/3 2006)

Leeds Young People’s Film Festival (6/4 - 16/4 2006)

Sprockets Toronto International Children’s Film Festival (21/04 - 30/04 2006)

Kristiansand International Filmfestival (26/04 - 01/05 2006)

Film Festival Zlin, Czech Republic (28/05 - 03/06 2006)

Divercine Int. Film Festival for Children, Uruguay (11/07 - 21/07 2006)

Giffoni Film Festival, Italy (15/07 - 22/07 2006)

Puchon Int. Fantastic Film Festival, Korea (13/07 - 22/07 2006)

Visionaries, UK (15/07 2006)

Festival Internacional de Cine para Ninos, Mexico (8/08 - 13/08 2006)

Busan International Kids Film Festival, Korea (15/08 - 19/08 2006)

Festival El Ojo Cojo, Spain (16/09 - 30/09 2006)

Vilnius International Film Festival for Children (22/09 – 04/10 2006)

Discovery Film Festival, Scotland (23/09 - 01/10 2006) Opening Film

Rimouski International Youth Film Festival (24/9 - 1/10 2006)

Filmak 2006, Czech Republic (22/09 - 27/09 2006)

Filmfest Hamburg, Germany (05/10 - 12/10 2006)

Mill Valley Film Festival, USA (05/10 - 15/10 2006)

Nueva Mirada International Childrens FF, Argentinie (19/10 - 25/10 2006)

Festival de cinema du grain a demoudre, France (02/11 – 10/11 2006)

Istanbul International Children’s Filmfest (14/11 - 30/11 2006) 

FICI, Spain (13/11 – 19/11 2006)

Cinemagic Festival for Young People, Ireland (17/11 – 03/12 2006)

London Children;s Film Festival, UK (18/11 - 26/11 2006)

International Film Festival Vienna, Austria (18/11 - 03/12 2006) 

European Filmweek, Eritrea (1/12 - 7/12 2006)

	Biography director
	Martin Koolhoven graduates in 1996 from the Dutch Film and Television academy in Amsterdam. In 1997 his televisionfilm DUISTER LICHT is nominated for two Golden Calves, one for Best TV Drama. In 1999 his television film SUZY Q receives the price of the city Utrecht and two Golden Calves for Best Actor and Best Actress. The film also wins a lot of international prices and becomes the most rewarded Dutch film of 1999.

In 2001 he directs the feature films AMNESIA (Golden Calf for Best Actor) and in the same year THE CAVE is released for which Koolhoven receives a Golden Calf for Best Director. In 2003 Koolhoven directs SOUTH (Golden Calf for Best Actress). Internationally the film gets a lot of attention and wins prices in Viaregio, Valladolid and Rouen. In 2004 AMNESIA gets a modest release in New York, and the film receives favorable reviews.

	Synopsis


	Nine-year old Bonnie is living with her mother Lis and her grandmother. They are all three crazy about elephants. Lis is a sweet but unusual mother. Sometimes she is very lively and cheerful, but she can be very gloomy too. Luckily grandma is always around to look after things. But when grandma has a traffic accident, everything changes. When Lis starts dating Cees, Bonnie hopes her biggest wish will come true: a little brother. But Lis doesn’t think much of that idea though, she thinks a pet will be a better idea. To surprise Bonnie, one day Lis brings home a very special pet: an elephant!


